
  

Introduction to the HumanitiesIntroduction to the Humanities
The Golden RatioThe Golden Ratio

Dona Cady, HumanitiesDona Cady, Humanities

Joanna DelMonaco, MathematicsJoanna DelMonaco, Mathematics

Middlesex Community CollegeMiddlesex Community College



  

Course DescriptionCourse Description

• HU – Introduction to the HumanitiesHU – Introduction to the Humanities 3 credits3 credits

A general introduction to the Humanities, music A general introduction to the Humanities, music 
and theatre; the visual and plastic arts (architecture, and theatre; the visual and plastic arts (architecture, 
sculpture, painting, photography, and film); literature sculpture, painting, photography, and film); literature 
and philosophy.  Surveys some major works and and philosophy.  Surveys some major works and 
requires some experiential learning – trips to requires some experiential learning – trips to 
museums and galleries, musical and dramatic museums and galleries, musical and dramatic 
performances.  Although the primary focus is on the performances.  Although the primary focus is on the 
Western tradition, some works from other world Western tradition, some works from other world 
cultures are included.cultures are included.



  

Proposed ProjectProposed Project

• Joanna DelMonaco will implement within Joanna DelMonaco will implement within 
Dona Cady’s Introduction to the Humanities Dona Cady’s Introduction to the Humanities 
course three modules on ratio and proportion course three modules on ratio and proportion 
related to the visual and plastic arts during the related to the visual and plastic arts during the 
Classical, Renaissance, and Modern ages. Classical, Renaissance, and Modern ages. 

• Implementation is set for Fall 2007.Implementation is set for Fall 2007.



  

MAC Course GoalsMAC Course Goals

Students will understand:Students will understand:

• The concepts of ratio and proportionThe concepts of ratio and proportion
• The concept of the Golden RatioThe concept of the Golden Ratio
• The calculation methods for proportions in the The calculation methods for proportions in the 

visual and plastic artsvisual and plastic arts
• How the aesthetics of ratio and proportion in How the aesthetics of ratio and proportion in 

the visual and plastic arts change over timethe visual and plastic arts change over time
• Why the aesthetics of ratio and proportion in Why the aesthetics of ratio and proportion in 

the visual and plastic arts change over timethe visual and plastic arts change over time



  

Classical PeriodClassical Period

• Measure the Parthenon Measure the Parthenon 
to determine ratiosto determine ratios

•Define Golden Ratio, Golden Define Golden Ratio, Golden 
Mean, Fibonacci SequenceMean, Fibonacci Sequence
•Define ratio and proportionDefine ratio and proportion



  

Classical PeriodClassical Period
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RenaissanceRenaissance

• Discuss proportions in the Discuss proportions in the 
visual and plastic arts visual and plastic arts 
during the Renaissanceduring the Renaissance

• Measure ratios found in Measure ratios found in 
works during works during 
RenaissanceRenaissance

• Compare/contrast with Compare/contrast with 
works from the Classical works from the Classical 
PeriodPeriod



  

RenaissanceRenaissance

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.univ-ab.pt/~fcosta/books/GrunewaldTriptych.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.univ-ab.pt/~fcosta/books/index.html&h=801&w=1136&sz=135&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=RyRaNw35FlAFuM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtriptych%2Brenaissance%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://art-smart.ci.manchester.ct.us/images/ar_davinci-mona.jpg&imgrefurl=http://art-smart.ci.manchester.ct.us/artists/ar_da-vinci.html&h=700&w=450&sz=52&hl=en&start=12&tbnid=_QpyXgLAGoKUFM:&tbnh=140&tbnw=90&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddavinci%2Bart%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://imagecache2.allposters.com/images/pic/ATA/5074W~David-Posters.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.allposters.com/-sp/David-Posters_i392065_.htm&h=450&w=323&sz=33&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=yh-ozrKwi0lYKM:&tbnh=127&tbnw=91&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bdavid%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den


  

ModernismModernism
• Analyze ratios in paintings, Analyze ratios in paintings, 

pictures, buildings, pictures, buildings, 
advertisements, and movie advertisements, and movie 
formatsformats

• Compare/Contrast with Compare/Contrast with 
Classical Period and Classical Period and 
RenaissanceRenaissance



  

ModernismModernism

http://plus.maths.org/issue22/features/golden/Ratio1.jpg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.chicagopublicradio.org/blog/hellobeautiful/uploaded_images/Warhol_Marilyn_hs-778580.jpg&imgrefurl=http://superflygallery.com/2007/05/&h=510&w=512&sz=223&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=aWvJiMACS_4oHM:&tbnh=149&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwarhol%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://is2.okcupid.com/users/180/944/18094549086665163768/mt1131522692.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.descasa.i.ph/&h=293&w=450&sz=20&hl=en&start=10&tbnid=gZmFbIJTlkkT7M:&tbnh=83&tbnw=127&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dluke%2Bskywalker%2B%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG


  

AssessmentAssessment

• ActivitiesActivities
Scavenger huntScavenger hunt
Museum visitMuseum visit

• HomeworkHomework
WorksheetsWorksheets

• EssaysEssays
Short AnswerShort Answer
ExamsExams



  

Contact InformationContact Information

• Dona Cady, Humanities Dona Cady, Humanities 
North Academic 216North Academic 216
781-280-3721781-280-3721
cadyd@middlesex.mass.educadyd@middlesex.mass.edu  

• Joanna DelMonaco, MathematicsJoanna DelMonaco, Mathematics
North Academic 214North Academic 214
781-280-3781781-280-3781
delmonaco@middlesex.mass.edudelmonaco@middlesex.mass.edu  

Middlesex Community CollegeMiddlesex Community College
591 Springs Road591 Springs Road
Bedford, MA 01730Bedford, MA 01730

mailto:cadyd@middlesex.mass.edu
mailto:delmonaco@middlesex.mass.edu

